
 
       Watch this Space for May 2013 

 Planet Watch  
The Planets on view for May are: 

 
Mercury: sets at twilight at the end of the May.  

Venus: will be an evening star at the end of May.  

Mars: not visible this month.  

Jupiter: Mag –1.8 and sets at around 11pm 

Saturn: visible all night and shines at Mag +0.34.  

Uranus: not visible this month.  

Neptune: not visible this month.  

Moon Phase for May 2013 

Last Quarter 
 2 /  5  / 13 

New Moon  
10 /  5  /  13 

First Quarter 
 18 /  5  / 13 

Full Moon 
 25 /  5  /  13 

The Sun 
Rises:  5.09am 15th May 

Sets:  20.46 

Lunar Feature of the month 
Atlas & Hercules  
 
These two craters are located in the northern  
hemisphere of the moon and lie between the craters 
Posidonius and Endymion. They make for striking 

observing and are a joy to image and photograph. 

Hercules is around 9700 feet high and Atlas a little 
shorter at 9100 feet. The craters are best observed 3 
days after new moon or 2 days post full moon. Atlas 
is particularly interesting due to its tormented floor 
displaying a range of craterlets and of course Rimae 
Atlas. 

Atlas and Hercules. Photo Courtesy of © Damian Peach 

Constellation of the month continued :- 
 
The stars used in this constellation were once 
considered part of Ursa Major. 
 
Canes Venatici are two hunting dogs which are 
snapping at the heels of the Great Bear (Ursa 
Major).  The dogs are on a lead and held by  
Boötes, the herdsman.  Alpha and Beta Canum 
Venaticorum are the two brightest stars in the 
constellation and represent the southern dog. 
 
The star named Alpha is also known as Cor Caroli 
which means Charles’s Heart, and was named by Sir 
Charles Scarborough in honour of King Charles I.  Sir 
Charles Scarborough was King Charles II physician, 
and he said that on the night of 29 May 1660 the star 
shone particularly brightly when King Charles II re-
turned to London at the Restoration of the Monarchy.  
The English cartographer Francis Lamb depicted the 
star on a star map drawn in 1673 and named it Cor 
Caroli Regis Martyris, which was a reference to King 
Charles I being beheaded.  In 1675 Lamb and Edward 
Sherburne among others drew a heart around the star 
with a crown on top, making it a mini-constellation. 
 

Chara is the name for the star Beta, and is from Greek 
for “joy”; this is the name given to the southern dog by 
Hevelius.  The northern dog is known as Asterion 
(starry), and contains a scattering of faint stars.  The 
dogs were drawn by Bode with their names on their 
collars. 
 

Canes Venatici contains the following objects: 
 
M3 – a globular cluster 
M51 – the Whirlpool Galaxy, which was the first spiral 
form to be noticed in 1845 by Lord Rosse.  It contains 
a large galaxy in near-collision with a smaller one. 
 
 
 
 
Constellation Chart Credit: Torsten Bronger 

Constellation of the month 
Canes Venatici 

The constellation 
Canes Venatici 
was created by 
Johannes  
Hevelius in 1687.  
 

   Constellation of the month continued  



 

ISS visibility, May 2013 

Observatory is 50.9 N - 1.0 W 
 
ISS night-time visibility, magnitude greater than -2.0, height greater than 30° 
 

 
 

ISS Events 
 
Transits of Sun and Moon and night-time close passes. 

 
 
Satellite flares 

 
Magnitude greater than -4.0, height greater than 30° 

 
 
Data from CalSky: http://www.calsky.com  

Date 
Zenith Start End 

Time Mag Dirn Ht Dirn Ht Dirn Ht 

  No evening passes 

Date Time Event 

Mon 13 May 8:41 Double transit of Sun 

  11:53 (check time/visibility nearer the date) 

Date Time Satellite Mag Dirn Ht 

Wed 8 May 21:40 Metop B -4.2 NE 73.0° 

Fri 10 May 23:39 Iridium 30 -6.6 WSW 35.3° 

Tue 14 May 23:24 Iridium 91 -6.1 WSW 33.8° 

Sat 18 May 23:09 Iridium 58 -5.3 W 30.9° 

Tue 28 May 23:53 Iridium 6 -6.5 WSW 43.9° 

The Sun                    Solar Alignment Chart Credit: David Harris

  
Sunspot AR1726 grew from almost invisible to the complex one seen 
here and posed a threat of Earth-directed M class flares.  
 
There are three categories of solar flares: 
 
X-class flares are major events that can trigger planet-wide radio 

blackouts and long-lasting radiation storms.  
 
M-class flares are medium-sized and can cause brief radio blackouts 
that affect Earth's polar regions. Minor radiation storms sometimes  
follow an M-class flare.  
 
C-class flares are small with few noticeable consequences 
here on Earth. 
 

For a movie of the development of AR1726 go to the April 

21 archive on:    www.spaceweather.com   

 

            

                                        

                              SunSpot AR1726 Image Credit: SDO / HMI 

http://www.calsky.com
http://www.spaceweather.com/archive.php?view=1&day=21&month=04&year=2013

